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Banking on

Saoll phectn by JOMM SUCHOCK]
Willlam F. Sullivan, lef, leunder and CEO, and his san, William E Sullivan Jr., president, stand In ane of the steel warshouses
of Willlam F. Sullivan o, on Jocksen Street in Holyoke, The firm s celebrating it's 50h year In business,

HEAVY METAL

By WILLLAM FREEBAIRM
wirpgboumiEnepub com

fen Willinm F. Sullivan Sr.
goes in bo his Holyohe office
in the morning, the firs)
thing he does is check the
avernight melals markels

“Wou see wihal Loodon's dolng firs),” he said

The prices on Lhe spod macket will deter-
mine how much his company, Willam F
Sullivan Co., will pay for metal and for how
nviech 1§ will sell

The Ti-year-old sullivan  lives and
breathes the sceap amd new metal business
that he and his brodher budlt, *] think i an
WIEIE ng husiness,” he sid

The company buyvs scrap melal Inod {ac-
torics and individuaks and =ells & ol & predi
to muifls g mell i down [0 make new stee|
uid olher metals,

The company has grown even as
Holyole's Industrisl base continues 1o
shrink, The firm has been riding the highs
and lows of the spol metal markets, which
have been extremely velatile En recen
VERrs,

Sullivan expects 1o do 312 muillion m bues-
ness this year.

The serap vird In Halyoke's (lals secin
is leemuing with towers of restng irod. bales
of wsed aluminum ond boxes ol Copper
pipes

The company was formed b 1946, when
Saillivan and his brother CGeorge E. Sillivan
went o the waste paper business. They
staried with 3475 and some land on
Berleshire Strect purchased through a forfu-
iboass bath loan fram a local bank.

Their father used lo gather and me-sell
rags and paper with & feam of hooses and Gt

Geeorge E. Sullivan min the sines when
Willlam Sulbivan went inte the mildary o
|

LUipon his return in 1952, the broilers’
business champed. Alfected by s aulibary
pxperience, William Sudlivan saw ihal metal
wiis & business that would grow,

The pair began collecting scrap meial
from the many Indusirial businesses tha
were growing in Holyoke and surrounding
towns. The old paper-moking indusiny was
still going, i had begun a period af
decline

“We didn have any eguipment, 0 we
used 10 do everything by hand.”™ Willeam
Sullvan rememmiers

The brothers used shovels o move the
fine scraps of metal from machlne shops in
arvd nrowandd the cliy,

One of the company™s first Erge cus:
tomers was fhe then-new General Eleciric
plant in Helvoke. The company contncled
the Sullivan brotkers to handle a clean-up
projed, when the two noticed how moech
melal scrap the company had in s ek,

A manager there offered the el the two
hve the scrap metil on & regular basis,

“That's what really got us starfed in the
metal business” Willlam Sullivan saéd.

The relntionship with General Eleciric
persisied untll recent times, as Sullivan
Stee| handled the scrap removal at & closed
Pittsfbeld plam during the 1990s. Sullivan
built a car wash to clean large iron and steel
beams for @ project that lasted almost a
decade,

Back in the |640s and Gis, ihe Sullivan
brathers sold their scrap to the many area
fourdries that were making forged sieel
items, [Hher indusiriel customers, ke
Clapman Valve in Springfield, wsed scrap

fromm thie Sullivans to forge their prodocis.
Much of the scrap steel in those days

mowved by rul and Sullivan Steel began

scquiring rallroad cars (or such shipmenis,

1 the metal’s orgine bul the process wias
urireliabde at best, Willlun Sullivan sald

This week, the company is laking delivery
af o 535,000 metal wnalyzer that can 1€l
|:|'|||'|:1|:|.‘|;|'|I|'\:|.':|' whal the exact content 4l &
plece of metal is

Recently, the company ook i same oo
mugnetic industnal Angs that appeared o
be mucle ol dainless sieel. prooabdy worl
MO cents a pound However, the annlyaer
showed il was an unusual nickel alloy s
brfges & 110 per pownd from buyvers,

“Ii"s & very h.-ll.:|lh|l-.11|_'i|!|‘|.| IMisiness now,”
siid Willimm Sullivon, who s the conipany’™s
chiel executive officer,

The company moved (o Applelon Sinsel
in 1972, and el up a steel disinbuior Das)
ness il a separate ecalion arouisd hal time
Thal business, which sells sicel to consin
thon comipanies und others, remains o pan
af the husiness,

Sullivan's son., Wikham F, Sullvaa e has
headed thal bosieess, Bul b owns s
company angd serves as prosident

Willinm Sullivan Sr. soayghil oaul his brodh
or Georges inferest i e 1ERS, Gegne
Syllivan, a school commiitee member in
Holvoke. died @ 1R

i the fimm retains o Family Eeel, with
Karen Sullivan Johnson Serving as o)
troller and Brian Powell Jr.. o grandsen of
Willipan Sullivan Sr. sorviig as gocound
MTsEer

Powell said the company is frping o be a
good peighbor in the city where B has
always made ifs home

“Were committed o the city of Halyoke
and the growth of Holvoke "

Scrap steel prices have been rimng
sharply m recent manthes, with recerd high
prices reached (o April. That rases (e
amaount Sullivan con sell steel for, but abso
ralses whot people want for their scrap.

“When prices are high. #'s remarkabbs
hawe - efficient the recyvcling svslem s
There's scrap coming In from everywhere
el the younger Sullivan

His [ather still comes (o work almios:
every day, and keeps a close eve on the mef-
aks murkets and sales. “Cine of the things 1

know s [ know ihis business,” he said.

The ekty of Holyoke use to bus-
tle with rail traffic. and had its
own railroad agent o help
coordinnie shipmenis, William
Sullivan recalled,

Today, the compaiy leases
20 cmrs [0 move scrap [om
suppliers to their yord and
from there (0 customers. The
scrap medal yard B on a8 ral-
road siding and has Hs own
seale [or weighing cars

The company also operafes
a feet of trechs thot oollect
scrap metal from all over
Westem Musacinesetis,

Most of the loading and
maving of scrap areund the
company vard on Applefon
Siresl s done usngE magnel-
ized heavy equipment today,
Cranes and backhoes move
serap In calegories based on
the metal coment

Metal is divided broadiy into
ferrous - iron and steed - amd
non-ferrous - copper, nickel,
stalnless steel and ciher met-
als,

The santing of metal by type
and grade is o Key parl of the
SCTAp OpErElors’ business.

In the early days, scrap col-
lectors wsed a grimdstons 10
dhivime the conlend of unknown
metals. The cobor of the sparks
wus supposed (o glve @ clue as

Stof photo by JOHM SUCHOCK]

Brion W. Pewaell Jr., accounts manager of William F
Sullivan Co.; and HKaren Sullivan Johnson, contraller,
pose in the company’s scrap stesl yord ot 107
Appleion 51, Holyoke. Powell is grandson of the
feunder, and Johnson his daughier.



